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June 8, 2009

Mr. Robert L. Wydra
Executive Director

Tri-City Regional Port District
1635 W 1st St

Granite City, Illinois 62040

Dear Bob:

Transportation Secretary LaHood to offer my strong suppoi‘t for the South Harbor/South Rail
Loop project.

Thank you for contacting me regarding this project for the Tri-City Regional Port District. |
have always worked hard to see that federal dollars are returned to our area and I was happy to

offer my strong support for these requests for funding.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if there is ever anything that I can do for you in the future.

Member of Congress
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June 22, 2009

Mr. Robert Wydra

Executive Director

Tri-City Regiona! Port District
1635 W. First Street

Granite City, IL 62040

Dear Mr. Wydra:

The Southwestern Illinois Metropolitan and Regional Planning Commission has reviewed
the proposed “South Rail Loop” and “South Harbor” project components and has
determined that the projects are consistent with the Overall Economic Development Plan
in accordance with Section 301 of the Public Works and Economic Development Act of
1965. The projects have been included in the 2009 Comprehensive Economic
Development Strategy.

The projects are located on the former U.5. Army Charles Melvin Price Support Center
{CMPSC), which was conveyed to the Port District from the U.S. Maritime Administration
in June 2002 with the mission to convert the Base from military to civilian uses.. The
proposed projects further implement the Base Redevelopment Plan. The Southwestern
lllinois Metropoiitan and Regional Planning Commission supports the projects.

Should you have any further questions or comments on the above, please contact me at
£18/344-4250, extension 108. '

Sincerely,

Kevin Terveer
Executive Director

 RECEIVED JUN 232009

I o e e o




Chair

Alan Dunstan
Chairman, Madisen County Board
Vice Chair

£d Hillhouse
Prasiding Commissioner
Frankiin County

2nd Vice Chair
Steve Ehimann
County txacutive

St Charles County

Execuiive Commiites

Chuck Banks

County Execulne

fefferson County

Charlie A. Dooley

Tounty Executive, 5t Louis County
Mark A. Kern

Charrman, St. Clair County Board
Francis G. Slay

Mayor, Gity of 5t Louis

Delbert Wittenauer

Chairman, Board of Commissioners
KMornoe Counly

Members

Ine Adams

St. touis County hunicipal League
John Hamm #l

Presidant, Southwestarn #ingis
petropolitan & Regional

Flanning Comrmission

Kevin Hutchinson

President, Southwesiern finois
Council of Mayors

att Mefucci

Madison County

Roy Mosley

5t. Clair County

Ray Muniz

Vice President, Soumtiwestern linois
Councit of Mayors

lohin Nations

St Louis County

Alvin L. Parks, Ir.

hayor, City of East 5t Lows
Lewis Reed

President, Board of Aldermen
City of 51, Louis

Werner Stichling

leffersan County

John White
5. Charles County

Regional Citizens
Richard Kellett
jahn A. Laker
Brandon Perry
James A, Pulley
Robert Wetzel

Mon-voting Members

Edie Koch
#linois Department of Cormmerce
and Econormic Opportunity

Richard LaBore

Metio

Pete Rahn

hiisseurt Departroent of
Transportation

lLarry Schepker

haissount Offrce of Admemistration
Dick Smith

Hlingis Department of
Jranspertation

Executive Director
Les Sterman

Deputy Executive Director
Maggie Hales

EAST-WEST GATEWAY

Council of Governments

Creating Solutions Across jurisdictional Boundaries

July 20, 2009

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to express support for the Tri-City Regional Port District’s TIGER grant
application for the South Harbor and Rail Loop project.

Historically, St. Louis” centralized location at the confluence of the Mississippi and
Missouri rivers was a great natural advantage. It enabled St. Louis to become the fourth
largest city in the United States by the early 20" century, and it aided the region in
developing a strong manufacturing- and transportation-based economy. By the late 20%
century, however, changes in the national and global economy, as well as changes in
production and logistic practices, eroded that geographic advantage. With the need to
create greater freight movement efficiencies to address rising energy costs and reduce
greenhouse emissions, and with the Federal push to further develop our inland
waterways as freight conduits, St. Louis’ natural advantages once again position the
region for economic growth.

To fully exploit the economic potential of both those natural advantages and our
extensive rail and highway assets, the region needs more port capacity and better
intermodal linkages to our port facilities. The project proposed by the Tri-City Regional
Port District will accomplish both. Not only will the project create greater efficiencies
for national freight movements, it will position the St. Louis region to have a more
significant role in international trade flows, benefitting both the region and the nation.

I encourage the Department to give favorable consideration to this important project.

Sincerely,
¥

1

Les Sterman
Executive Director

Gateway Tawer
One Memorial Drive, Suite 1600
St. Louis, MO 63102-2451

314-321-4220
£18-274-2750
Fax 314-231-6120

wehmaster@ewgateway.org
www.ewijateway.org
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Madison County Board
Alan J. Dunstan, Chairman

Madison County Adminisiration Building

157 N. Main Street, Suile 165 + Edwardsville, IL 62025-1963

Phone (618) 266-4341 - Fax (618) 296-4855 Joseph D. Parente

email: coboard@co.madison.il.us Director of Administration

June 16, 2009

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Request for “ARRA” Funding for Sout~ Harbor and South Rail Projects
Dear Secretary LaHood,

| am pleased to support Tri-City Regional Port District’s (TCRPD) request for “ARRA” Funding for the
proposed South Harbor and South Rail Project.

As Tri-City Port is a hub of the U.S. rail, waterway, and interstate networks, their continued efforts to
develop the River’s Edge Complex is vital to areas of the State of Illinois, the St. Louis Metropolitan Area,
Madison County, Granite City and Madison, lllinoiz. The Port’s complex located in Southwestern
Madison County and historically served as a military depot and industrial center, currently handles 3 to 4
million tons of intermodal freight each year.

The proposed “ARRA” Funding is projectad 1o help retain 832 jobs now at the Port Complex, and 1,347
jobs in Madison County; it will create 277 new long term jobs in an area that is already stressed with the
temporary closing of the mill; and will also keep Abengoa’s $262-million dollar ethanol manufacturing
plant competitive in the current market place.

Development of the selected site for a new Mississippi River Harbor rail transfer operation is a good
decision from the standpoint of the highast and best use of the site when you consider all the
transporiation and environmental factors.

At a time when our Country’s economic stability is challenged and in an area where a high percentage of
the population is living below the poverty level, we can think of no better contribution to the region’s
economic efficiency than ARRA Funding of Tri-City Port's South Harbor and South Rail Loop Project.

On behalf of the Madison County Board and 5taff, we respectfully request your support and assistance
to acquire funding for these two critical Intermodal Port Projects for Tri-City Port and the Madison

County economy.

Feei free to call me at (618) 296-4341 if you need further information or have any questions.

Sincerely,

stan, Chairman
Madison County Board
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June 18, 2009

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
US Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re:  City of Madison Request for IDOT Intermodal Freight "ARRA" Funding
Dear Secretary LaHood:

The purpose of this letter is to request your support and assistance to acquire
$20.8 million for the construction of a key 1llinois Intermodal Freight Project: $5.5
million to construct a South Rail Loop and $15.3 million for a new River's Edge South
Harbor in the City of Madison, Iilinois at Tri-City Regional Port District.

Tri-City Port proposes to construct its "South Rail Loop Track" and New "South
Harbor" to serve the new $262-million dollar ethanol plant under construction and other
on site and off site industrial and agricultural shippers. The projects are located on the
former U.S. Army Charles Melvin Price Support Center (CMPSC), which was conveyed
to the Port District from the U.S. Maritime Administration in June 2002 with the mission
to convert the Base from military to civilian uses. The proposed "ARRA" Project further
implements the Base Redevelopment Plan.

Tri-City Regional Port District, located in Southwestern Madison County, is one
of Illinois’ 14 Public Port Districts. Tri-City Port is strategically located at a key juncture
on the U.S. Inland Waterway System connected to four Interstate Highways by Itlinois
Route 3 and adjacent to Six Class-One National Railroads. The Port's complex is located
on 1,200 acres, at a key intermodal freight juncture, handles 3 to 4 million tons of freight
each year and is responsible for 1,374 jobs in Madison County, [linois.

IDOT's Intermodal Transportation Discretionary funding allocation from the
"American Reinvestment and Recovery Act” (ARRA) is the ideal source of funding for
Tri-City Regional Port District's - South Rail Loop Project and New South Harbor
Project. Chicago could consume the entire ARRA allocation on their one big intermodal
project, called "Create!"

615 Madison cFvenue, Madison, 0L 62060

(618) 876-6265 (618) g51-9535
OEEE 131




As Mayor of the City of Madison and Long-Term Commissioner of Tri-City
Regional Port District, I respectfully request your assistance to help put the City of
Madison's - Tri -City Regional Port District Intermodal Freight Project at the top of any
priority list for State of Illinois IDOT Intermodal Transportation Funding.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please contact me at (618) 451-4838
or my cell phone at (618) 781-7100 should you have any questions or require additional
information.

/




CITY OF VENICE, ILLINOIS

329 Broadway Avenue * Venice, Illinois 62090

MEMBER OF ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

Mayors Office Fax: Comptrollers Office
(618) 877-2412 (618) 877-3429 {618) B77-3586
' June 22, 2009

The Honorable Ray Latood, Secretary
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

- Washington, DC 20590

Re: Tri-City Regional Port District South Harbor/South Rail Project

Dear Secretary LaHood,

I am sending you my letter in support of the Tri-City Regional Port District’s request for ARRA.
Funding for their proposed South Harbor and South Rail Project which will be vital to this area
ag well as State of Illinois, the $t. Louis Metropolitan Area, Madison County, Granite City, and
Madison, Hlinois.

Tri-City Regional Port District, located in Southwestern Madison County, is adjacent to Six
Class-One National Railroads and currently handles 3 to 4 million tons of intermodal freight
each year. This project area has historically served as a military depot and industrial center in
Madison County and offers an economic potential in the future where you the mill and other
businesses are closing.

Development of the selected site for a New Mississippi River Harbor project is a good decision,
and the best use of the site. This will also create help retain over 1,800 jobs and create over 200
new jobs, which is vital to this area where a high percentage of the people are living below
poverty level.

IDOT’s Intermodal Transportation Discretionary funding allocation from the “American
Reinvestment and Recovery Act” (ARRA) is the ideal source of funding for Tri-City Regional
Port District’s — Sonth Rail Loop Project and New South Harbor Project. Chicago could
consume the entire ARRA allocation on their one big intermodal project, called “Create!”

As Mayor of Venice, Illinois, [ respectfully request you consider these two vital projects for the
Tri-City Port District.

Please call me at (618) 877-0000 if you have any questions or need additional information.

Sincerely, a"w

Tirone Echols, Mayor
City of Venice, Illinois

TE/cwh
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May 12, 2009

Robert Wydra

Executive Director

Tri-City Regional Port District
1635 West First Street
Granite City, IL 62040

Dear Robert,

| recently received your letter regarding your organization’s South Harbor and South Rail Loop
proposals. Thank you for taking the time to contact me and providing an update.

I’m pleased to hear Abengoa Bioenergy is considering an additional $200 million investment in the form
of a renewable energy plant at Tri-City Port. That's exciting news in terms of the potential for job
creation as well as an investment in renewable energy production, both of which are needed
desperately.

Please know | will continue to support your praject and will be in contact with my legislative colleagues
in nearby districts. Helping to acquire discretionary funding from IDOT or USDOT for the projectis a
priority of mine. If | can provide a letter of support for any grant applications, please do not hesitate to

ask.

Again, thanks for providing me with the update. If | can be of further service to you, please contact my
constituent service office at (618} 875-5950.

Sincerely,

Eddie L. Jacksan, Sr.

State Representative, 114" District

RECYCLED PAPER « SDYBEAN INKS
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May 21, 2009

Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

Please accept this letter as my support for Tri-City Regional Port District, located in Granite
City, lllinots, to receive funding through the AARA’s Intermodal Transportation
Discretionary Funding Program for their inland river port infrastructure projects. The projects
will result in long term and significant benefits to Midwestern agriculture and industry and
save millions in shipping costs each year. [ support the important function that the Port
District provides to the entire metropolitan area.

I hope you will give the Port District favorable consideration when making your selection.
Please let me know if you have any questions or if I can provide any additional information.

Sincerely,

iz Foean

Dan Beiser
State Representative
111" District

eexRobert-Wydra—Tri-CityRegional: Port-Disteiet
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Gary Hannig, Secretary
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lllinais Department of Transportation
2300 South Dirksen Parkway
Springfield, Illinois 62764

Dear Secretary Hanig:

Lam writing to express my support for the Tri-City Regional Port and their ARRA-TIGER
Application from IDOT to USDOT. The Port desires io create South Harbor/South Rail
Loop, which would greatly enhance the movement and efficiency of freights, as well as
create long-term employment opportunities. If linked with CREATE, the Tri-C ity
Regional Port has a greater chance of securing funds from the USDOT to make this
project a reality. The possibility of creating a rail loop would bring economic efficiency
and prosperity to the Port and the surrounding areas, and would also allow the Port to
receive a 5200 million investment from Abengoa Bioenergy.

1 believe this project will be a great addition to the Tri-C ity Regional Port. If you have
any further need of assistance regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to call my
Belleville district office at (618) 394-221],
Sincerely,
fw'”
/ o
THOMAS HOLBROOK
State Representative
113™ District
TH/ap

Cc: Robert Wydra -
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April 24, 2009

Robert Wydra

Executive Director

Tri-City Regional Port District
1635 West First Street
Granite City, [L 62040

RE:  Abengoa Bioenergy of lllinois Future Plans

Dear Mr. Wydra:

It was good meeting with you last week to discuss potential opportunities between the
Tri City Port and Abengoa Bioenergy. As we discussed, Abengoa Biocenergy is considering future
investment at one or two of its existing major ethanof plant facilities. Abengoa Bioenergy has three
possible sites for this potential investment; at Ravenna, NE, at Mt. Vernon, IN, and at the Tri City
Port in Madison, IL.

We are in the development phase for this investment. Over the next two years we will be
evaluating all aspects of the project. This analysis includes tax benefits, permitting, and community
support, as well as optimal logistics considerations. The Tri City Port's South Harbor Project,
including the associated rall investment, is of critical importance to our potential project. As we
have previously communicated, Abengoa Bioenergy fully supports the South Harbor Project. We
iruly believe the South Harbor Project is a critical part of our go-forward decision for further
investment at our Madison, IL facility.

Thanks again for your support for our potential project.
Sincerely,

Salvador Martos Barrionuevo
Executive Vice President
Abengoa Bioenergy

cc Craig Kramer

Science. Solutions. Service.
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May 7, 2009
Mr. Gary Mannig, Secretary <3
Department of Transportation o ;-;’;
2300 S. Divksen Parkway RSN ”f o
Springfield, 1L 62764 . T & < e
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Dear Secretary Hapai( ‘4’*\3 2 2 7 ro

Enclosed is a copy of a letter | received from Robert Wydra of the Tri-City Regional @rt Dlstrict
along with a letter from the Executive Vice President of Abengoa Bioenergy with reference to the
possible construction of a ”Renewable Energy Generation” facility at Tri-City Port.

Abengca BlOenergy has three possible sites for this potential investment. They fully support the
South Harbor Project and realize the economic outcome for the city of Madisen and the surrounding
area. {am in full support of this high économic development by one of the tenants and hope you

; research this deserving project.

Thank you for your kind consideration. Please contact me if you have further questions.

Sincerely,
, | ¢ \ M‘“”’/
. . . % .~ .. Thomas Holbrook

State Representative
District 113

TH/jds

Enc.

€c: }qéephﬁﬁiary.' . . T
Robert Wydra -
Corigressman Jerry Costello
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