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Two and one-half years 

ago, the Federal Emer-

gency Management Agency 

announced its plans to re-

draw the Flood Insurance 

Rate Maps throughout the 

country.  The follow-on de-

cision to de-accredit the 

levees in southwestern Illi-

nois has had everyone 

scrambling locally in an ef-

fort to delay the map publication and 

raise funds to make repairs to the sys-

tem.   

What has come to light in recent weeks 

is that the Corps of Engineers has never 

provided any information to FEMA that 

would lead to the decision to de-accredit 

the levees.  Furthermore, no one knows 

who made this decision to de-accredit, 

nor have they identified how many prob-

lem areas there may be and to what ex-

tent they are deficient.  

Our senators and representatives, par-

ticularly Congressman Costello and 

more recently Senator Dick Durbin, our 

local County board chairmen, board 

members and mayors have all been ac-

tive in delaying the publication of the 

maps, and raising funds and awareness 

of this critical issue.  At stake is the cost 

to 170,000 residents for poten-

tially expensive flood insurance, 

a devastating drop in property 

values, and the prospect that 

ANY future construction, whether 

commercial or residential, is in 

jeopardy.  If the intent of FEMA 

was to kill development in south-

western Illinois, and to eventually 

create a barren area, then they 

are succeeding.  Make no mis-

take about it, if left to go unquestioned, 

this decision will have devastating im-

pacts to our area.   

Our legislators cannot stand alone.  Now 

we must all join this fight to stave off 

what is potentially a devastating blow to 

life as we know it in the metro east and 

specifically the river bottom areas.  

Committees of residents and businesses 

are now being formed to take a stand 

against this unjustified stance FEMA has 

taken and to work to better educate 

FEMA about the reality of the condition 

of the levees and the overall situation.  I 

encourage and implore you to get in-

volved!  Join a committee and send the 

message that our way of life and region 

are too important to let FEMA dictate our 

future.  Please call the Port District office 

at (618) 877-8444 to see how you can 

get involved. 
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After many years as a Port Dis-
trict tenant, and the first gradu-
ate of the Portôs small business 
incubator, Jaros Technologies 
was recently sold to an out-of-
state company.  Noetix Corp., a 
Redmond, Wash.-based soft-
ware provider purchased Jaros 
Technologies in October.  Both 
companies offered similar ser-
vices, and the purchase of Jaros 
by Noetix allows the company to 
increase its business intelli-
gence market share.   
 
The sale of Jaros Technologies 
was a natural progression of an 

entrepreneurial business that 
starts small, grows with invest-
ments it receives and then is 
picked up by a larger firm that 
taps the expertise and the 
knowledge base of the young 
company.  In order to make the 
transition smooth for Jaros cus-
tomers, all employees and the 
management team will remain 
with the company.   
 
The company has also signed a 
new lease with the Port District 

and fully plans to stay in its cur-
rent location.  ñWe have employ-
ees spread all over the world so 
having a location in Granite City 
doesnôt provide any logistic is-
sues whatsoever. We are happy 
with the employees at the Gran-
ite City location and very much 
impressed with the office on the 
Port District site,ò said Doug 
Moore, Chief Financial Officer 
for Noetix Corp. 
 

 

the best option for us.ò 

Advanced Records Management 

services include document prepa-

ration, scanning, indexing, docu-

ment storage, and document de-

struction with paper shredding 

and office product disposal and 

recycling such as computers, 

monitors, and copiers.   

One of the areas of growth that 

the company has seen recently is 

the scanning of records for doctor 

offices as well as offering top of 

the line packages for electronic 

medical records (EMR).  This so-

lution has provided better, more 

efficient and more cost-effective 

retrieval of records for their cli-

ents. 

The medical field isnôt their only 

customer however.  Current cli-

Advanced Records Management 

located in Fairview Heights has 

occupied a warehouse at Riverôs 

Edge for the past four years.  A 

provider of document manage-

ment, imaging and shredding ser-

vices, Advanced Records Man-

agement utilizes the warehouse 

space to accommodate the grow-

ing demand for records manage-

ment.  They perform all of the 

work themselves which offers the 

most responsible chain of custody 

for sensitive documents. 

According to president and CEO, 

Linas Grybinas, ñWe have been in 

business for ten years and de-

cided to expand to the Port Dis-

trict because we outgrew our Fair-

view Heights location. Riverôs 

Edge is centrally located and ac-

cessible via rail and road.  It was 

ents range from medical and le-

gal, to government, manufacturing 

and financial entities that are in 

need of document management 

solutions.  Advanced also pro-

vides consulting services and is 

an authority on the American Re-

investment and Recovery Act 

specifically in regards to the medi-

cal industry and EMR certification. 

For more information about Ad-

vanced Records Management, 

v i s i t  t h e m  o n l i n e  a t 

www.armdata.com or call (618) 

398-6738. 
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According to Ed Hagnauer, 
mayor of Granite City, there is a 
lot to talk about in terms of de-
velopment within the City.  
Ranging from large box retail 
outlets to downtown revitaliza-
tion and housing, Granite City 
seems to have weathered the 
economic storm.   

Retail along the Illinois Route 3 
corridor started with the opening 
of Loweôs and a prototype, su-
persized, 16,000-square-foot-
facility for Aldi Grocery under 
construction.  Wal-mart has also 
announced plans to begin its 
expansion in May, making it a 
supersized facility as well.   

The mayor also points to the re-
cently completed, $350 million 
Sunoco, Inc. Coke Plant at U.S. 
Steel and the new $30 million 
rail overpass to be completed at 

the end of the year for Pontoon 
and Nameoki Roads.   

Downtown revitalization remains 
a priority as the new city-owned, 
3-screen movie theater takes 
shape along Niedringhaus Ave.   

One of the Cityôs most recent 
developments is the new 
Nameoki Commons; formerly 
Kirkpatrick Homes.  Designed as 
housing for low income resi-
dents, the project consisted of 
demolishing 500 original units 
and constructing new, energy-

efficient ones.  The project in-
cludes a lifestyle center offering 
residents access to a library and 
daycare center.   

ñSince I became mayor in 2005, 
we have worked very hard to 
take ownership of derelict build-
ings, vacant lots and offer hous-
ing and everyday essentials to 
the residents of Granite City.  
We have torn down some 
houses and rebuilt new homes 
as part of our Rent to Own pro-
gram and have really made an 
effort to make the City a better 
place to live and do business,ò 
said Hagnauer. 

Mayor Hagnauer is immediate 
past-Chairman of the Tri-City 
Regional Port District, and con-
tinues to serve on the Board. 

mence in February.  The im-
provements are part of the Port 
Districtôs annual roofing program 
for warehouse sections and are 
expected to be complete by 
Spring.  

Sanitary Sewer Project ï The 
Port has requested and has 
opened bids for installation of a 
sanitary sewer line that will 
serve Abengoa, Arizon and fu-
ture tenants on the south end of 
the property.  Funded through 
the US Department of Agricul-
ture, the new gravity line should 

be complete by Spring.  

Water Main Enhancement ï In 
another partnership with the US 

Red Dock Grain Facility ï Up-
grades to the Red Dock Grain 
Facility elevator and drag con-
veyor will get underway in Feb-
ruary to help increase capacity 
for two barge truck grain deliver-
ies.  The Port District is receiv-
ing $333,000 in federal stimulus 
funds administered by Madison 
County for the improvements.   

Warehouse Roof Project ï
Warehouse roof improvements 
are underway with Lakeside 
Roofing Company on Ware-
house 5, sections C & D, to in-
clude putting up a new single ply 
roof.  Construction of a new roof 
on Building 344 also will com-

Department of  Agriculture 
(USDA), bids have been let for a 
water main enhancement project 
being funded with stimulus funds 
through the USDA.  The project 
would consist of expanding a 12-
inch main from Bissell to C Street 
which will complete a loop of the 
water system for the southern de-
velopment.   

Ongoing Projects ï Upgrades to 
the railroad grade crossings, in-
cluding improved signage con-
tinue.  Grant applications are still 
pending for construction of the 
South Harbor and installation of a 
solar panel system for two build-
ings on the property.   
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Don says his favorite part of his 
job is his coworkers.  He said, 
ñIôve never been in a position 
where I have liked everyone I 
have worked with.  This is a 
really great place to work.  The 
benefits are good and the peo-
ple are amazing.ò 

A resident of Granite City for the 
past 29 years, Don and his wife 
Carol have two boys, one girl 
and a 19-month grandson. 

In his free time Don likes to play 
racquetball and basketball.   

For more than two years, Don 
Stone has worked in the mainte-
nance department at the Tri-City 
Port District.  He is classified as 
a laborer but his primary duties 
include janitorial as well as as-
sisting the other maintenance 
staff with miscellaneous projects 
like hanging drywall, changing 
light bulbs and variety of other 
maintenance tasks.  Prior to 
joining the Port District, Don has 
worked in janitorial services, 
welding, heavy metals and 
more.   

Employee Spotlight: Don Stone 
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